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KEY DATES 

Welcome back to the new school year, we have
already had a busy first month and I am looking
forward to all of the classroom, sporting and
whole-school events coming up in the next few
weeks.
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Monday 27th School Council Meeting

Tuesday 28th Division Swimming 

Wednesday 1st AFL Clinic

Wednesday 1st Preps Return to Fulltime

Wednesday 8th AFL Clinic
Friday 10th School Assembly

Monday 13th Labour Day Public Hoilday

Wednesday 15th NAPLAN Week starts

Thursday 23rd School Assembly

Monday 27th School Council /AGM 

Thursday 6th Last Day of Term 1 
2:15pm finish

For more information turn over 

Nigel Kilpatrick 
Principal

As part of the Warragul Show on March 3rd and
4th, we will be entering students’ artwork into the
School’s Display section as well as participating in
the Scarecrow Competition. Thank You very much
to the Beath family for donating hay bales for use
in this project as well as the Year 6 boys who have
helped put the frameworks together for our
scarecrows consisting of 1 cow and 2 people.
Once complete, we will display the scarecrows
amongst our vegetable gardens and send a photo
of our school’s creation to enter the competition.
Judging of this will be by public vote and we will
share this information with the school community
once Warragul Show gives us the details.

Our vegetable gardens have certainly grown well
over the holidays thanks to the Woolworths
Landcare grant we successfully applied for last
year. The Year 3-4 students have added to our
crops by planting pumpkins and these have
sprouted quickly, allowing Ms Scanlon to plan for
future Hot Lunch menu items.

This year Ripplebrook Primary School is
partnering with The Resilience Project (TRP)  to
assist with promoting positive mental health as
well as the behaviours of GRATITUDE, EMPATHY
and MINDFULNESS. Student diaries this year
combine these daily practices and ideas for
school, social and personal wellbeing as well as
space for recording Reading Nights and notes
from families. Students will begin working from
their own personal TRP journals within the next
few weeks and staff have begun looking at the
online resources and activities which
accompany the learning.

Junior School Council this year will comprise of
our two School Captains, Tegan and Tilly, along
with Harry, Jayden and Marley. Students will
meet once a fortnight to discuss ideas to make
the school a better place as well as fundraising
opportunities that the students may wish to be
involved with



COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 

GRADE LEVEL EVENT  COST DUE PERMISSION DUE 

Whole School Start of Year Packs  Overdue

Whole School School Dental Van Forms  6/3/2023

RIPPLEBROOK SCHOOL COUNCIL 

Our next two School Council meetings for
Term 1 will be on the following dates.

Monday the 27th of February at 5:30 pm. 

Monday the 27th of March at 5:30 pm, which
will be our AGM followed by a School Council
meeting.

These meetings take place in the School
library.

School Council elections will be occurring in
March. There will be parent and staff
vacancies to fill.

Note for our families, just a reminder that the office is only manned Monday to Thursday. If
you need additional copies of any forms or notices that have gone home, please contact
your classroom staff or check on Compass.

Please make sure all notices come with your child to their room. As this year's classroom
staff will be managing this process. Also, if we can't answer your call at the time, please leave
a message as we do check the voicemail on a regular basis throughout the day and we will
get back to you as soon as we can. For an emergency call the school mobile on 0428 276 279
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SCHOOL ASSEMBLEY 

If you are having concerns logging on to the
portal for the first time or if you have
misplaced your login details, please contact
Amanda in the office for assistance.

The Compass Parent Portal can be accessed
by the following link:
https://ripplebrookps-
vic.compass.education/login.aspx

HATS FOR TERM 1 

As students return to school in Term 1. They
will need their school hats again. Our purple
bucket hats are available from the office for
$10.
 

FROM THE OFFICE

Ripplebrook Primary School Assemblies
happen a number of times a term. These
Assemblies are led by our two School
Captains. 

This is a chance to come together as a school
community to celebrate what our students
have achieved. 

Our Assemblies for Term 1 are listed below.
Friday 10th of March
Friday 24th of March
Thursday 6th of April

Assembly takes place on the school
basketball court from 2:45pm till 3:15pm

Please make sure your
child’s hat is named and we
ask that they leave their
hats at school through the
week.



DATE LUNCH TREAT

3/3 Spaghetti bolognese and Garlic Bread
Homemade Choc Chip

Muffin

10/3 Chicken drumstick with fried rice Choc chip Anzac slice

17/3 Cottage pie Giant Honey Joy

24/3 Meat pie and a juice box Packet of chips

31/3
Baked Potato with Bacon, Onion, Coleslaw and

Cheese with Sour Cream
Blue Heaven

Milkshake

WHOLE SCHOOL BEACH DAY

On Friday the 10th of February the school community headed
off to Phillip Island for the Annual Whole School Beach day. 

It was great to see so many families out enjoying the day. We
couldn't have asked for better weather the sun was shining
down on us. The students and families went down onto the
beach for some free time and shell collecting.

Once we were done it was time for lunch we had sausages in
bread with onion and coleslaw and after our sausages, we had
some delicious watermelon and grapes. Thanks to Ms. Scanlon,
Samantha, Jodie, Scott, and Erin for cooking and serving lunch.
  

To top the day off students and some staff got to go for a
splash/swim in the water. A big thank you to everyone who came
and join in the fun. We can't wait till next Year!  

All orders and money need to go to your child’s classroom to be placed in the Meal Deal tub
on Wednesday morning. If your child is absent on the Wednesday and would like a Meal Deal
lunch on the Friday, please contact the school Wednesday morning (by 11am) to order as we
purchase to exact numbers. 

Please remember to order with either your ‘Stickybeak’ pouch or ensure that your order
comes in or on a paper bag so that we have somewhere to serve the student’s lunch.
‘Stickybeak’ lunch bags can still be purchased from the office for $10 a bag. 
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MEAL DEAL

Please note from time to time the hot lunch menu can change from what is originally planned, but we will endeavour to let you know asap if
this happens.

Ms. Scanlon is looking for parents to help with hot lunch this year, if you would like to help her with this, please
let Paula know. You will need to make sure you have a valid WWCC and that we have a copy of it.



STUDENT DIARIES
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BREAKFAST CLUB 2023

BOOK CLUB
Book Club catalogue comes home monthly. 
 There are some great bargains to be found
and Book Club purchases are a great way to
support the school’s ability to stock our
library with new reads for the students. You’ll
find award-winning books and bestsellers, as
well as old and new favorites. We recommend
Book Club because the books span a wide
range of children’s reading levels and
interests and because they are inexpensive
(some books cost as little as $2).

It is easy to order. The Book Club LOOP
platform for parents allows you to pay by
credit card. Your child’s order is submitted
directly to school and the books will be
delivered to the classroom. You can place
your child’s order at
www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP or using the
LOOP app, which can be downloaded from
the App Store or Google Play.

Please remember that ALL students who attend Breakfast Club
will be required to be signed in by their parent/guardian each
and every morning. In the paperwork sent at the start of the year
you were asked to sign a copy of our Breakfast Club guidelines
acknowledging that you accept the conditions being set out.

Breakfast Club will operate under supervision between 8:10am
and 8:45am and breakfast will be available between 8:10am and
8:35am each morning. At 8:30am the breakfast club door will be
closed. Students arriving after 8:30am will not be supervised by
Breakfast Club staff. 
 

Students are welcome to arrive and play within the school
grounds but parents must understand that the grounds are not
supervised by Ripplebrook Primary School teaching staff until
8:45am when Yard Duty begins.

Ripplebrook Primary School values the
relationship between parents, carers,
students, and staff. At all times we
encourage open and honest communication
and believe this will model to our student’s
responsible problem solving and social and
wellbeing behaviors.

The diaries are an opportunity for
communication between home and the
classroom. We expect that diaries will travel
between home and school on a daily basis in
your child/ren’s purple reader bag. Diaries
are checked in the classroom every day and
initialed to indicate that they have been
seen. All information home from school (e.g.
information on special events or permission
slips) is placed in the rear of these diaries. 

It is extremely important
that these diaries are
checked at home each day.
We understand that
everyone has busy lives, but
your assistance with this
communication channel is
greatly appreciated.



ANNUAL PRIVACY REMINDER FOR 
OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY
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CLASSROOM FUN

SCHOOL LEADER FOR 2023

Congratulations to all children who received
leadership roles for 2023.

School Captains
Teagan Costanzo & Matilda Barnard-Green

House Captains 
Yannathan – Joshua Hedges
Coster – Lola Cheesman
Lewis –   Jasmine Goldfinch 
Tolley – Xavier Rees 

Eco Warrior
Jemma Henderson & Brody Petersen
 

Farm Hand 
Tyler Bover

We congratulate these students on their
achievement and recognition and wish them
all the best in their roles this year

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores
student and parent personal information for
standard school functions or where permitted
by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.

Please take time to read our school’s collection
notice, found on our website
https://www.ripplebrookps.vic.edu.au/page/167/P
olicies to your school’s collection notice]. We ask
parents to also review the guidance we provide on
how we use [Microsoft 365/Google Workspace for
Education] safely at the school and what parents
can do to further protect their child’s information.
If after reviewing the guidance, you have any
questions or concerns regarding your child using
[Microsoft 365/Google Workspace for Education],
please contact the school. For more information
about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy —
information for parents. 

This information is also available in ten
community languages:

Amharic, Arabic, Dari, Gujarati, Mandarin,
Somali, Sudanese, Turkish, Urdu and
Vietnamese

Here are some photos of what the students have been up to since the start of the school year.



We’ve had a great start to the year in the Prep/1/2
room with every student ready to learn and do their
best. In our room, we have been learning about our
words of self-belief and what it all means. The Preps
have been busy learning how to write lowercase
letters and the Grade 1 and 2 Students have been
practising writing recounts as well as ‘quick writes’
about a topic of interest. We have had topics such as
‘Dads, Trees, Food and even Boogers (yuck!)

Finally, we had a little bit of excitement at the start of
the year when we received a ‘Thank You’ card from
King Charles III (or at least the Royal Office) to thank
us for the condolence letters and cards the Prep/1/2
class of 2022 wrote to him and the Royal family after
the Queen died in 2022. I think some of the students
were in disbelief that we actually received a real
Royal thank you card!

Mrs Rees & Mr Miller
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CLASS NEWS FROM PREP/ONE/TWO

OUR SCHOOL LIBRARY NEEDS
YOUR HELP!

Our library need your help! If you can spare
an hour or two to help in our school library
Mr Baker would really appreciate the help.

He is looking for help with covering books,
tidying and sorting the shelves and general
tasks around the library.  

Monday and Tuesday
afternoons are
preferable but can be
other days if this works
better for the individual 

If you are able to help
out please speak to Mr
Baker to arrange times
that work. 

OFFICE HOURS FOR TERM 1 2023

Our school office will be maned four days out
of the week this term with Amanda and Mr
Baker working in the office over the week.

Amanda will be in on Monday's and
Wednesday's from 9am till 4pm for anything
financial related and general office matters.

Mr Baker will be in on Tuesday's  and
Thursday's from 9am till 4pm for gereral
office inquiries. 

The office will be closed on a Friday with the
phone going through to the 5/6 classroom. 

Please feel free to drop by and ask that
question you have in the back of you head.



CLASS NEWS FROM THREE/FOUR

The Year 3-4 class has settled in well into the new school year
and are developing their organisation, resilience and
independence when they are required to work between
different classrooms when Mr Kilpatrick has Principal
meetings. The ability we have to monitor small groups within
our existing staff is a positive factor, as our whole-school
population is generally smaller than that of many single
classrooms in neighbouring schools.

Welcome back to the new school year! We hope everyone
had a restful and enjoyable summer break. We are looking
forward to working with your children this year. Students
have had a wonderful start settling back in. 

This year we have started the Resilience Project and have
begun doing our daily gratitudes in our dairies. Just a
reminder, communication diaries are an essential item for
students to bring every day to school so that we can not
only be communicating with you at home we can also be
recording reading nights and be able to do our gratitude
daily. 

On the 21st of February, the 3/4/5/6 students celebrated in
Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day) by coming together and
cooked pancakes for the whole school. We got into groups of
three or four and took turns of measuring and pouring in the
ingredients. We discovered we had no eggs so we found a
recipe for eggless pancakes and they were still yummy!

Miss O’Brien, Ms. Scanlon, and Mr. Baker.
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CLASS NEWS FROM FIVE/SIX

It has been great to see the students collaborating to design
cubbies and huts using the wooden pallets, timber and tyres
at school. These items can be changed around between
individuals or small groups and there is great discussion
about what the space is being used for. Safety is important,
so any unstable constructions are redesigned and any broken
pieces removed.

Mr Kilpatrick



NAPLAN 2023
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THUMBS UP

To all staff thank you for all your work over the school holidays preparing your
classrooms allowing for a clean smooth start to the 2023 school year.

To all students on their awesome start to 2023 school year.

To all the Families that were able to join us at the  whole school Beach Day. 

To the Blessed Collective for the pantry staple donations to assist with our 
cooking and hot lunch program.

NAPLAN is a national literacy and numeracy assessment that students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 sit
each year. It is the only national assessment all Australian students have the opportunity to
undertake.
As students progress through their school years, it’s important to check how well they are
learning the essential skills of reading, writing and numeracy.

NAPLAN assesses the literacy and numeracy skills that students are learning through the
school curriculum and allows parents/carers to see how their child is progressing against
national standards and over time.

NAPLAN is just one aspect of a school’s assessment and reporting process. It doesn’t replace
ongoing assessments made by teachers about student performance, but it can provide
teachers with additional information about students’ educational progress.

NAPLAN also provides schools, education authorities and governments with information
about how education programs are working and whether young Australians are achieving
important educational outcomes in literacy and numerac

Your child will do the NAPLAN tests online
Schools have transitioned from paper-based to computer-based assessments. All Year 3
students will continue to complete the writing assessment on paper.

Online NAPLAN tests provide more precise results and are more engaging for students. One of
the main benefits is tailored (or adaptive) testing, where the test presents questions which
may be more or less difficult depending on a student’s responses.

Tailored testing allows a wider range of student abilities to be assessed and measures student
achievement more precisely. A student’s overall NAPLAN result is based on both the number
and complexity of questions they answer correctly. Your child should not be concerned if they
find questions challenging; they may be taking a more complex test pathway. 

To our fantastic parent helpers that have been helping with our school's hot lunches 
on Fridays



COMMUNITY NEWS
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