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DATES TO REMEMBER

From the Principal …

March 2020

WELCOME TO 2020

Monday 9th

Labour Day Public Holiday
No Students at School

It’s hard to believe that we are already 6
weeks into term - the time has just flown by!
We have had a wonderful start to the school

Monday 16th

School Council AGM – 6:30pm

year. Our students have settled in so well

Friday 27

End of Term 1

classrooms is really pleasing to observe.

th

and the calmness around the yard and within

Easter Celebrations
Early Dismissal – 1:30pm

BREAKFAST CLUB
We are so fortunate to have many dedicated

April 2020

staff members and community organisations

Tuesday 14th

Term 2 Begins

involved in providing a Breakfast Club for our

Friday 17

District Athletics

This ensures that our children are having a

th

Monday 20th

RACV Safety Incursion

Thursday 30th

Grade 6 DSC Experience Day

students 5 mornings a week.
filling, nutritious meal to start the day. I know
that I love being able to visit the children
during this time, catching up with current
events and watching them interact so nicely
with their peers.

May 2020
Thursday 7th

Mother’s Day Stall - $10

Friday 8th

Photo Day – AM
RPS Cross Country – PM

Skipping breakfast affects your child’s
concentration and can leave them feeling
‘fuzzy’.

This is because the brain is starving

for energy and needs fuel from nutritious
food like grainy bread, breakfast cereals, fruit

and milk so it can function at its very best throughout the day. Eating a healthy breakfast
improves alertness, concentration, mental performance, mood and memory.

I know how busy

parents are in the morning, so it is invaluable to provide such a fantastic service.

THANK YOU
Monday 24 February night was the final meeting for the current School Council. I would like to
thank the School Council and committee members for their work and support to the school over
the last 12 months.
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The AGM and first meeting of the new School Council is Monday March 16th.

STAFF FIRST AID
Recently 5 of our staff members - Courtney Baker, Paula Scanlon, Elle Rees, Simon Mackenzie
and myself completed our level 2 workplace first aid accreditation.
This means that every staff member at RPS is now an accredited first aider and is another way
in which we are able to cater for ensuring the safety and wellbeing of our students.

RIPPLEBROOK AND SMALL SCHOOL SPORTS
Since our last newsletter, Ripplebrook have been busy little athletes, taking part in both the
Ripplebrook and Rural Small Schools Sports Days.
Both days featured glorious weather, and I would like to commend our children for their fantastic
‘Have a Go’ attitude and behaviour - we have some very talented athletes amongst us!
The results from the two days saw Lewis take out the shield in the House Sports, and
Ripplebrook finishing 3rd at the Rural Small Schools Sports.
I send a big thank you to school Council president Shane Boyle for organising the refurbishment
of our Long Jump pit. Sam Barrett from Down to Earth Garden Supplies for donating the sand.
David Cawcutt for providing hay bales and to all parents who made the effort to come along and
support their children, or transport them to Geoff Watt Memorial Athletics Track to take part.

NUT ALLERGIES
As a reminder to all families, Ripplebrook Primary School attempts to avoid bringing nut and nut
based products into the school. This is out of respect for students who have medical allergies
relating to nut based products. We thank you for supporting our student cohort in this way.

WHY GOING TO SCHOOL IS IMPORTANT
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students
learn new things at school every day. Attending and participating in school will help your child
develop:


important skills and knowledge to help them learn



social and emotional skills such as good communication, resilience and team work.

There is no safe number of days for missing school. Each day a student misses puts them
behind. IT IS NOT OK TO BE AWAY.
Cheers,

Jack Hughes
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FROM THE OFFICE
Year Level

Notice Home

Prep / Grade
1 / Grade 2

Gruffalo’s Child Performance

Went Out

Return By

27/02/2020

12/03/2020

Cost Involved
$18

MEAL DEAL
Thank you to all the families that have helped with meal deals this term.
roster other than 1 of the weeks!

We have had a full

I now have Term 2’s roster available if you would like to drop

by and fill in a week for next term.
Orders and money must be in on Thursday morning. If your child is absent on the Thursday and
would like a meal deal lunch on the Friday, please be certain to contact the school Thursday
morning to order as we purchase to exact numbers.

Week

Date

Lunch

Treat

Parent Helpers (2)

7

13th March

Spaghetti & Meatballs

Cupcakes with
Icing & Sprinkles

Jo Van Den Corput

8

20th March

Ripper Burgers

Donuts

Karen & Gregg Casey

9

27th March

1

17th April

2

24th April

3

1st May

4

8th May

5

15th May

6

22nd May

7

29th May

No Meal Deal – Last Day of Term 1
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EASTER CELEBRATIONS
The end of the term is fast approaching and with it, our Easter themed celebration day. On Friday
27th March (last day of term), we will celebrate the coming Easter school holidays with an Easter
Bonnet Parade, classroom activities, our whole school egg throw and finish the day with an Easter
egg hunt.
Parents are welcomed to stay and watch the Easter bonnet parade, with younger siblings encouraged
to create their own bonnet and join in the parade. From approximately 12:15pm we welcome back
families to cheer and applaud as the students compete in the egg throwing competition (not real
eggs!) and finish the day with a whole school egg hunt.

School will be dismissed at 1:30pm.

School returns with the commencement of term two on Tuesday 14th April.

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL
A huge thank you to the parents and families that have registered with the Compass Platform.
Primarily we have rolled this out to families to offer a further way of advising the school of your
child/children’s absences.

As the year progresses, we will add more information regarding

newsletters, permission forms and as the semester draws to a close we will provide student
reports through this portal removing our need to print individual student reports.
If you are having concerns logging on to the portal for the first time, please see Melissa in the
office for assistance.
The Compass Parent Portal can be accessed by the following link:
https://ripplebrookps-vic.compass.education/login.aspx

THUMBS UP




To Shane & Logan Boyle for cleaning out the garden shed in their own time.
To the Cawcutt Family for the loan of the hay bales for our Ripplebrook Primary School
Athletics day.



To Down to Earth Garden Supplies (Drouin) for the donation of the sand that filled up
our long jump pit.



To Nat Barret, Jessy Dale, Jo & Jeremy Van Den Corput, Karen & Gregg Casey and
Merryn for your help and assistance with our meal deals so far this year.



To families support in transporting students to whole day sporting activities and
excursions.

Your ongoing support with transport helps us keep the costs to each family

as low as we can.
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