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Our School Values - Be Responsible - Be Respectful - Be Resilient - Be Safe - Be an a Active Learner 

 

Ripplebrook Primary School 

NEWSLETTER 
Issue: 4 Date: July 24th 2020 

From the Principal …  
Our students, teachers and parents are doing a 

wonderful job settling back into school this term. 

Parents are doing a fantastic job dropping off / 

picking up their children and the support that 

you are giving at home is helping greatly.  Thank 

you for not hanging around the carpark after 

drop off, keeping the carpark clear and the gate 

an open space makes it easier for those 

students that are coming in a little concerned. 

 

PARENT ADVICE – COVID-19 

The same measures as last term will be 

continued at school to ensure the health and 

wellbeing of the school community. I appreciate 

greatly our families continuing to adhere to our 

social distancing measures at both the beginning 

and end of the school day.  As always, if the 

guidelines provided to schools change in any 

way, I will continue to communicate these and 

how they may affect you. 

 

Question – What is the name of the toy cowboy in Toy Story? 

In relation to attendance to student health, the guidelines are very clear; 

 

 The available evidence largely indicates that transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) between 

children in the school environment at the current time is very low and that the virus is 

generally milder in children than in adults.   
 

 Schools are not expected to provide a remote and flexible learning program for students 

where parents elect to keep their children at home and medical advice is not cited. If 

parents choose to keep their children at home, they will be responsible for maintaining 

student learning  
 

 If your child is feeling ill or unwell, they must not attend school. If students are indicating 

signs of sickness or cold symptoms at school, parents will be contacted to pick them up. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

July 2020 

 

Friday 24th  Expression of Interest 

regarding School Camp due 
 

Monday 27th  School Council Meeting – 

Remote Login 

 

August 2020 

 

Friday 7th  Free Dress Day - $2 

 All money raised will go 

towards new books in the 

library. 
 

Friday 14th Student Free Day 

 Staff Professional Learning 

 

September 2020 

 

Thursday 3rd Father’s Day Stall 

 $10 per student 
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For a child who is absent for a health or medical reason, please contact us so we can made an 

appropriate plan. 

 

It is important that parents continue to let the school know why your child is away by either 

using the Compass attendance feature or calling the school office. School staff will continue to 

follow up multiple and unexplained absences with a phone call.  

  

REPORTS 

Semester 1 reports were made live and accessible on Compass at the end of last term. If you 

are having any trouble accessing these, please contact Melissa at the office for support. 

You will also notice in the coming weeks, ongoing Learning Tasks being shared with you via the 

Compass platform.  These Learning Tasks will provide you with real-time assessment and 

reporting of your child’s progress in class, and go towards forming part of their Semester 2 

report.  The Compass platform can be access via the following link: 
 

https://ripplebrookps-vic.compass.education/login.aspx 

 

PREP ENROLMENTS 2021 

Thank you to those parents who have enrolled their children for the 2021 Foundation (Prep) year. 

I encourage families if they have a child starting school next year or know of other families that 

have a child starting prep next year to complete the enrolment process by either contacting the 

office to pick up an enrolment pack, or downloading it from the school website. 

https://www.ripplebrookps.vic.edu.au/ 

 

Question - Who was the first Prime Minister of Australia? 

Term 3 is an important time in planning for next year. We start to really focus on staffing, grade 

structures and allocation of resources for next year. Having a reasonable idea of our Prep 

numbers at this stage helps immensely.  Unfortunately, we are still unable to conduct onsite 

school tours at the moment, but we encourage any prospective or interested families to please 

contact us at school for further discussion.  Please pass this message on to any parents outside 

of our school community, intending to enrol their child(ren) at Ripplebrook P.S. next year.   

 

Cheers,     
 

 

Jack Hughes 

THUMBS UP 

 To the students for embracing different ideas and procedures within the school. 

 To the parents for understanding the changes that need to be accepted. 

https://ripplebrookps-vic.compass.education/login.aspx
https://www.ripplebrookps.vic.edu.au/
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SCHOOL CAMP (Oct 2020) – FOREST LODGE 

Last week students received a camp information notice and a commitment to camp form.  Thank 

you to those families that have already returned these to their classroom teachers.  We look like 

taking nearly the whole school on camp!  In previous years at the point of sending out 

information regarding camp, we would also hold an information session for parents.  

Unfortunately, we are unable to offer this on-site this year.  If you have, any queries or concerns 

that you would like to discuss please feel free to contact me direct by phone on 5627 6278 or 

email me at melissa.seal@education.vic.gov.au and I will endeavour to answer all your questions!  

Camp permission forms and medical consent forms will be sent home soon. 
 

School Camp:  Monday 12th October to Friday 16th October (Week 2 of Term 4) 

Camp location: Forest Lodge Farm Camp located in Jack River 

Camp Costs:   $435 per student 

Deposit by:  Friday 24th July 

Paid in full by:   Friday 18th September 

   Question - If you freeze water, what do you get? 
 

If in the event that the department of education again ‘pulls the pin’ on school camps we will at 

this point cancel the camp for 2020 and credit all money back to family accounts, or refund the 

amount to families if required.  

 

BOOK FAIR 

Book Fair is upon us again...  Book fair will run between Monday 3rd August and Friday 7th of 

August in our school library space.  Sadly, we are unable to have parents in to help us or to 

allow them to personally view the books.  I know this makes purchasing books for your children 

much more difficult and we will do the very best we can to make this as easy on everyone as 

possible. 

Book fair will be set up and ready for students to view on Monday 3rd August.  Teachers have 

allocated space in their classroom timetable on this day to spend time with their students in the 

library.  Students will have the opportunity to read through books and fill out a wish list.  The 

wish list will indicated book titles and the cost for the book.  This wish list will come home to 

parents.  If you would like for your children to purchase books at this year’s book fair, payment 

must be made online and a receipt number provided back to school.  There is an allotted space 

on the students wish list form for this number to be placed.  Online payments are made through 

the following link –  

https://parentpayments.scholastic.com.au/BookFairs 

If you have queries or concerns through this process, please do not hesitate to contact the 

office and speak with Melissa.  Question - What is the closest planet to the sun?   

  

mailto:melissa.seal@education.vic.gov.au
https://parentpayments.scholastic.com.au/BookFairs
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RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

Over the next few weeks, students will be developing Help Seeking strategies using the Resilience, 

Rights and Respectful Relationships curriculum. Learning activities in this topic area are designed 

to help students discuss the importance of seeking help and providing peer support when dealing 

with problems that are too big to solve alone. This helps to normalise and destigmatise help-

seeking behaviour.  

Scenario-based activities help students identify situations in which help should be sought, identify 

trusted sources of help, and practice seeking help from peers and adults. If would be great if 

you could have conversations with your children about the people that are in their life that can 

help them.  

 

SLIPPERS 

It is that time of year when everything is wet and muddy!  If you would like to send a spare pair 

of slippers with your child to have at school over this term you are more than welcome to.  

Please ensure that they fit your child correctly and that they can walk in them comfortably and 

safely.  Slippers will not be sent home each day so please make sure they won’t be missed if 

they are not at home.  This is not a compulsory item and if your child does not want to wear 

slippers, they are fine to leave their shoes on. 

 

RANDOM QUESTIONS 

You may have noticed random questions located in unusual places whilst reading through the 

newsletter, like question – What ocean is off the California coast?  They have not been 

positioned to confuse you, so I do apologise if you think I’ve gone crazy!  The grade 5/6 class 

have been set a challenge.  To find and answer as many questions as they can… this means 

that they need to read the newsletter thoroughly.  Please do not point out where the questions 

are, as this defeats the purpose behind the challenge.  If you have any concerns regarding this 

challenge, please feel free to contact Mr Mackenzie or speak to me, Melissa in the office.. 

 

FATHER’S DAY STALL 

On Thursday 3rd September, Ripplebrook Primary School will hold a Father’s Day Stall.  Envelopes 

will come home to families on the 17th of August (with the oldest student) and will be due back 

to the office by the 28th August.  A gift and gift bag can be purchase for $10 from the stall.  

There is a great assortment of gifts available and each grade will have the opportunity to come 

through and make their choice. 
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6  

Our School Values - Be Responsible - Be Respectful - Be Resilient - Be Safe - Be an a Active Learner 

      
 

      


